
2019 COUNTY PRIORITIES
Alameda County’s Vision 2026 Operating Principles of Access, Collaboration, Equity, Fiscal Stewardship, 
Innovation, and Sustainability provide the foundation for all County policies and programs. These Principles  
inform and support realization of the County’s Mission: to enrich the lives of Alameda County residents 
through visionary policies and accessible, responsible, and effective services. To further these principles 
the County has identified the following policy priorities to help focus our legislative advocacy in 2019.

FUNDING FOR HOMELESSNESS

REVENUE STABILITY AND FLEXIBILITY

A L A M E D A  C O U N T Y  L E G I S L A T I V E  P L A T F O R M

The County supports additional funding from the State and federal government, private 
sector, and foundations to reduce homelessness, support rapid re-housing, provide services 
for those at risk of homelessness, and continue building affordable housing. The County 
supports flexible funding and programs to serve our County's unique regional needs. 

Stable funding and flexibility are required to provide County services to residents. The 
County supports dependable, predictable, sustainable, and equitable revenue streams and 
allocation methodologies—including funding for administrative costs. The County opposes 
transfers of responsibilities to counties without adequate funding and efforts to eliminate or 
redirect revenues currently dedicated to local government. The County supports efforts that 
enhance funding and program administration flexibility, incorporate the increased costs and 
needs for mandated programs and allow for additional revenue raising authority for counties.

2020 CENSUS COMPLETE COUNT

The U.S Census Bureau will conduct the next Census in 2020. Alameda County is one of the 
country’s fifty hardest to count counties, which translates into less funding and fewer 
services for families in need. The County supports securing adequate funding to ensure a 
complete and accurate count of all Alameda County residents, especially the hard-to-count 
populations. An accurate Census count ensures that the County receives adequate funding 
across many State and federal programs. 

HEALTHY COMMUNITIES AND HEALTH CARE FOR ALL

The County supports policies and funding to reduce health inequities and increase access 
to quality health care for all Alameda County residents, regardless of socioeconomic or 
immigration status. The County advocates for investments in the safety net, a robust public 
health infrastructure, and a comprehensive statewide behavioral health care delivery 
system that includes peer programs. The County also supports policies and funding to 
enforce state public health and environmental health duties and laws, including funding to 
assist local compliance with onsite wastewater treatment systems laws.

IMMIGRANT PROTECTIONS

Nearly 1 in 3 Alameda County residents is an immigrant. The County supports policies that 
protect and defend immigrants regardless of status, prioritizing comprehensive immigration 
reform; family unity; access to health care, social services, and educational and legal 
services; and preventing the loss of current status, services, and benefits, specifically 
opposing the expansion of the definition of "public charge." The County supports policies that 
minimize the harmful local impacts of federal immigration policy including the ability to 
report crimes without fear of retribution and safe access to public spaces.
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CLIMATE CHANGE MITIGATION

CALWORKS SPONSORED NONCITIZENS

A L A M E D A  C O U N T Y  L E G I S L A T I V E  P L A T F O R M

Shifting to a clean energy economy provides opportunities for job growth and helps ensure 
a healthy environment. The County supports aggressively developing renewable energy 
targets to keep fossil fuels “in the ground” including the development of utility-scaled solar 
projects and other alternative energy sources. 

Most legal immigrants in the U.S. are eligible for CalWORKs and CalFresh benefits, provided they 
meet financial and categorical requirements. An eligible, sponsored non-citizen can apply for 
CalFresh benefits every 12 months, but that same individual can only apply for CalWORKs benefits for 
a total of 12 months. The County seeks the authority to renew CalWORKs benefits to an eligible 
sponsored indigent non-citizen similar to how they are extended under CalFresh.

County Sponsored Measure & Budget Request

INNOVATIVE HOUSING

The policies and practices on land use development are one of the most critical aspects of building 
healthy, equitable, and resilient communities that are sustainable today and for future generations. 
The County supports developing high-level land use policies to allow innovative, affordable, and 
pilot-type projects to alleviate homelessness.

SAFE, ACCESSIBLE, AND MODERN INFRASTRUCTURE

Community and program planning should include, protect, and support policies that 
promote and ensure accessibility of spaces for people of all abilities, ages, and modes of 
mobility. The County supports policies and legislation that increase safety, funding, 
pavement and sidewalk rehabilitation, and a dedicated funding source for all rural road 
safety projects. The County supports securing additional resources to upgrade streetscapes, 
transit access, consolidated parking, and activated open space.

COMMUNITY-BASED SUPPORT FOR REENTRY

Alameda County supports rehabilitation and programs providing options for incarcerated 
and/or returning residents to make safer, healthier, and crime-free choices. The County 
supports additional State and federal funding for the Alameda County Public Safety 
Departments to support the continued changes to public safety policy that enable effective 
programs and reforms, including the public safety realignment of 2011; propositions 47, 57, and 
64; SB 1437 (2018); and SB 10 (2018). The County also supports a continued focus on robust 
pretrial services to further improve outcomes and enhance the safety of our communities.

FOOD FOR ALL

One in four California children experience hunger and nearly five million Californians experience food 
insecurity. The County supports Food for All policies and supports additional funding for the 
expansion of CalFresh and the California Food Assistance Program (CFAP) specifically for vulnerable 
populations including those currently without access to benefits such as immigrants.

PUBLIC HEALTH NURSING

The increased fee for a Public Health Nursing (PHN) certificate, an out-of-pocket cost for nurses, 
affects public health as many local health departments struggle with hiring and retaining PHNs. The 
County supports efforts to lower the recently increased PHN certification fees.
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